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pdf.Sint Maarten, an island
between Venezuela and the
Netherlands, is still reeling from
Hurricane Irma, which was the




costliest storm on record, and hit
land as a Category 5 hurricane.
Hurricane Irma (Photo: News Dog
Media) Irma, the strongest
Atlantic hurricane on record, had
maximum sustained winds of 185
miles per hour (298 kilometers
per hour) on Saturday. Even after
the storm weakened, it continued
to rake over Sint Maarten, before
it hit the Caribbean islands of
Antigua and Barbuda, and the




Dutch islands of Curacao and Sint
Eustatius, before heading out to
open sea. The storm caused at
least 46 deaths, with the vast
majority of casualties coming
from the Dutch overseas territory
of Sint Maarten, Dutch officials
said. All Dutch citizens on Sint
Maarten, and on the other Dutch
Caribbean territories, are being
instructed to leave the islands
immediately. Although expected




to weaken, Irma is now forecast
to cause over $1.5 billion In
damage by the time it reaches
open sea. The Dutch city of
Amsterdam is preparing for the
arrival of the storm. Residents in
the city center have been told to
leave their homes, while other
areas of the city have been
closed to traffic. The city is
already at a certain level of
preparedness, but it has been




warned to brace for damage,
though only minor by
comparison. "We're well
prepared, but after a category 5
hurricane, the risks are very
high," one local official told Dutch
broadcaster RTL Nieuws. At least
12 people have died in the
Caribbean since Hurricane Irma
struck the region. The storm has
also killed around 4,000 people
in the Philippines, the National




Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC)
sald. Irma also wrecked the
Island of Barbuda, as well as
knocking out power and
communication systems on
Antigua, and displacing hundreds
of people. HGVM says 2,000
homes have been damaged
(likely meaning lost / lost their
roofs) and tens of thousands of
people have been left without




power - the island remains
without power and access to
most of the island. Many in St.
Martin remain
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