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Cancer pain is a distressing condition for patients and poses a significant burden on healthcare

resources. Despite advances in pain management, it is not uncommon for patients with chronic pain
to be undertreated. The older opioid treatments for pain, including codeine, morphine, and

meperidine, have been superseded by stronger, more selective, and safer alternatives. This review
aims to describe advances in the management of chronic pain in patients with cancer, reviewing the
available literature, highlighting the challenges for clinicians and promising novel therapies. These

include advances in opioid formulations, neuropathic pain, opioid sparing strategies, and newer
nonnarcotic medications (capsaicin, antidepressants, and gabapentinoids), all of which are currently

being investigated for the treatment of cancer pain. Owing to their diverse mechanisms of action,
there are distinct differences between these newer agents. Although there is a lack of rigorous

randomized controlled trials, new therapies show promise, and some are already approved by the US
Food and Drug Administration for neuropathic cancer pain. More research is needed to evaluate

clinical outcomes in the current medical and surgical practice.Julia Roginsky Julia Roginsky (born 12
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