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effects is biased against alcohol
use because it has been based
on values of non-exposure. This
study explored the prevalence
and effects of these values on
pregnant women's and the
public's knowledge of fetal
alcohol effects and of the
alcohol situation during
pregnancy. With the help of
focus groups and a survey,
personal values were assessed
In pregnant women and the
public. Values were based on
iInformation given by women
and the public to a
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representative sample of
pregnant women about fetal
alcohol effects. Four values
were most prevalent among the
women and public. The first was
'non-exposure’'. In the second
was'stricter control than
decision-making’, in the third
'genetic manipulation, i.e. what
a woman could do to reduce the
risk of birth defects', and the
fourth was 'exposure as a living
option'. Regardless of their
personal values, most women
and the public would want to be
iInformed about the risk of fetal
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alcohol effects (and the counter
risk of alcohol effects). This was
not to be expected, since these
women and the public held the
prerequisites for 'discovery' of
and information on fetal alcohol
effects.A U.S. District Court
Judge has upheld the
constitutionality of sections of
Maryland’s strict new abortion
law, as long as certain key
provisions can be interpreted to
allow abortion in cases of rape
and incest. Judge James
Boasberg said the law can be
read in a way that doesn’t ban
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abortion in these instances.
“We conclude that the statutory
language—Dby itself and by a
reasonable construction—does
not ban pre-viability abortions
based on the race, sex, or
disability of the fetus, and thus
does not constitute a
constitutionally impermissible
'undue burden' on a woman'’s
right to abortion,” the judge
wrote
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