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saleh b.Will the election be postponed? Congress in New Delhi, 4 November 2014.
(Courtesy: Hindustan Times) Lack of political will, mainly by the Congress party,
could cause a crisis in the conduct of the general election. There have been so many
allegations and counter-allegations with respect to vote suppression, malpractices,
electronic voting machines, polling booth capturing, bribery, fake voting slips, and
what have you, that, I fear, this election could turn out to be one of the most unusual.
Besides, given that nearly two-thirds of the electorate does not have clean drinking
water and that 68% of the people do not have electricity, an election which is fought
in the midst of a deep water crisis, against a backdrop of a sputtering economy and
growing poverty, is bound to be an election of extremes. The swing states of Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are ruled by the BJP. These states are crucial to the
outcome of the election. These states account for 40% of the voter strength of India.
Moreover, the states of Delhi and Rajasthan, which have a huge number of seats and
political significance, are governed by the AAP. The AAP is now in the final stages of
deciding whether it will stand a candidate or not. It is in this context that the two-day
meeting of the Election Commission of India began on 2 November 2014 in New
Delhi. The meeting was called for the purpose of discussing the law and order
situation in the states of Jammu and Kashmir, Assam and Manipur. It is clear that the
Election Commission was not able to discuss the issue of the upcoming elections. All
it managed to do was, in a rare case of consensus among the participants, seek their
cooperation in maintaining peace and order. Equally important was the decision by
the Election Commission to authorize the election officials in the states of Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, where there is a possibility of violence, to ensure
that the voting takes place peacefully and that the election is conducted in an orderly
manner. The Election Commission did not tell the media that a meeting had been
called or what its agenda would be. Instead, it stated that it would brief the media
about the conclusion of the meeting. This, I feel, was done as a prelude to some kind
of action against 1cb139a0ed
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