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expression as a prognostic marker for cancer. RTS expression has been reported to be associated with
breast and prostate cancers, and lung cancers. Little is known about its biological role in cancer. The
aim of this study is to examine the expression of RTS (reticulocyte transport protein) in various types
of cancer, and the association between RTS expression and clinicopathological factors and patient
prognosis. Forty-three cases of various types of cancer and three leukaemia cell lines were used.
Paraffin-embedded tissue samples were sectioned and stained with the mouse anti-human RTS
antibody. Staining was scored in a semi-quantitative manner by two authors, and was scored from 0
(negative) to 3 (strongly positive). Clinical samples were scored as "negative" if the staining intensity
was lower than 0.5. Statistical analysis was performed using the Kruskal-Wallis test for the comparison
between the cancer types and the controls, and the Cox regression test for the association with disease-
free survival. Positive RTS expression was found in the following cancer types, in descending order of
frequency: breast (47.8%), prostate (39.2%), non-small-cell lung (12.2%), colon (8.7%), laryngeal
(5.3%), thyroid (2.6%), oesophageal (1.9%), gastric (1.0%), bile duct (0.7%), renal (0.7%), ovarian
(0.6%), bladder (0.6%) and uterine cervix (0.
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